LIVEABLE CITY RESOLUTION: NORTHCROSS MALL REDEVELOPMENT

Passed by the Board 3.03.07

WHEREAS, Liveable City recognizes and supports core community values, including a fair voice for citizens, open public process, responsive local government, and the need to create sustainable developments that enhance and support Austin residents and businesses; and

WHEREAS, Wal-Mart and Lincoln Property Company have announced plans to redevelop Northcross Mall with a massive 219,000 square-foot supercenter, a project that was administratively approved by City staff without any public process or hearings; and

WHEREAS, A recent survey showed an overwhelming number of residents oppose a supercenter in this location and more than 3600 residents have signed a petition against the project, citing concerns about its potential to overwhelm street capacity, threaten existing businesses, and other critical issues; and

WHEREAS, Responsible Growth for Northcross, an alliance representing five surrounding neighborhoods, has called upon Lincoln to consider a profitable, sustainable mixed-use development that reflects the community’s needs and priorities; and

WHEREAS, Liveable City supports the principles of public participation, sustainability, and building a city for the whole community; now therefore be it

RESOLVED, That the Board of Liveable City calls on the City of Austin, Northcross neighborhoods, and Lincoln Property Company to engage in an open public planning process led by a team of independent urban planners to create a profitable, sustainable mixed-use development that reflects community priorities; and be it further

RESOLVED, That Liveable City expresses its full support for Responsible Growth for Northcross in its continuing efforts to shape a positive future for their neighborhood.

